
 
 

Dear Colleagues, 
  
Greetings from Tampa, Florida, U.S.A! 
  
I’m writing to update you on a variety of different projects recently initiated by WAO. 
   
1. WAO HAE International Alliance 
In its capacity as a world federation of allergy, asthma and clinical immunology societies, 

the World Allergy Organization (WAO) has formed the WAO Hereditary Angioedema 

(HAE) International Alliance. In keeping with the mission of WAO to promote education, 

research and patient care, the overall purpose of the WAO HAE International Alliance is 

to be a global resource for identifying educational and research activities to increase 

awareness of the disease, and highlight and encourage research in it. This is at least a 3-

year initiative.  
  
Consensus Group (Includes General Advisor, Steering Committee, Larger Group) 
  
General Advisor: Richard F. Lockey             
  
Steering Committee: This operational group includes experts who are already involved 

in developing HAE guidelines and other literature reviews, as well as representatives 

from each of WAO’s 5 regions as nominated by the Regional Societies.  
  
• Timothy Craig (USA), Chair 
• Konrad Bork (Germany) 
• Tom Bowen (Canada) 
• Henrik Boysen (HAEiA) 
• Marcus Cicardi (Italy) 
• Henrietta Farcas (Hungary) 
• Hillary Longhurst (UK) 
• Bruce Ritchie (Canada 
• Bruce Zuraw (USA; also representing the American Academy of Allergy, Asthma & 

Immunology) 
• William Lumry (USA, representing the American College of Allergy, Asthma & 

Immunology) 
• Marcus Maurer (Germany, representing the European Academy of Allergology & 

Clinical Immunology) 



• Anete S Grumach (Brazil, representing the Latin American Allergy & Immunology 

Society) 
• Connie Katelaris (Australia, representing the Asia Pacific Association of Allergy, Asthma 

& Clinical Immunology) 
  
Larger Group :  To Be Determined    
  
NOTE: If you are able to recommend experts in this topic from your country / region, 

please email me their names and contact information and I will share these with the 

Steering Committee for its consideration. 
  
Objectives of the Consensus Group 
  
• Create a consensus document, covering the following: 

o Recognition and laboratory diagnosis of HAE 
o Different presentation of hereditary angioedema versus other forms of 

angioedema 
o HAE epidemiology 
o Impact of disease on individual, family, pregnancy, and society 
o Different forms of HAE 
o Management 

• Acute episodes 
• Severe episodes 
• Prevention of acute attacks including procedural prevention 
• Potential economic constraints of management 

• Review the literature on a regular basis about HAE and build online archive. 
• Create educational programs, such as webinars, for the education of physicians and 

research workers throughout the world on HAE. 
• Encourage research through consortia, already in existence throughout the world, 

interested in angioedema to develop research programs about HAE for non-profit as 

well as governmental funding. 
  
  
  
2. “Strategic Communication: Improving the Exchange of Information for Improved 

Care in Allergy and Asthma.” 
In September this year in Barcelona, WAO will host an inaugural 2-day training session 

focused on enhancing the communication skills of the participants for the purpose of 

increasing the skills of different stakeholders in conveying information about the 

diagnosis and treatment of allergic diseases and asthma. 
  

Program Objectives are to demonstrate and teach:  



• the most effective communication strategies for raising awareness of novel solutions 

in patient response management 
• best practices in interactions among stakeholders to enhance the practice of medicine 
• most effective ways to identify and deliver information to fortify the practice of 

medicine 
  
WAO hopes to repeat such sessions and is planning on having one at the 2011 World 

Allergy Congress in Cancun. 
  
  
  
3. Small Airways Diseases Working Group   
As another long-term project, WAO is executing and maintaining the “Small Airways 

Diseases Working Group.”  The goal of this Working Group is to provide a credible, 

evidence-based, global platform for physicians and other health care professionals 

around the world to have ease-of-access to the most relevant scientific, clinical and 

educational resources on small airway disease. This global platform will be an in-depth, 

state of the art resource on all aspects of the disease becoming a premier group of its 

kind in the world. The Small Airways Diseases Working Group uses the WAO Web site 

and other tools for educational purposes, to increase awareness of diseases related to 

the small airways, and to highlight and encourage research of small airways. Please go 

to this page on the WAO website, http://www.worldallergy.org/small_airways_group/, 

and send us suggestions for the content of this page. 
  
Working Group: (Includes General Advisor, Steering Committee) 
  
General Advisor: Richard F. Lockey 
  
Steering Committee:  
Lanny J. Rosenwasser – Chair 
Monica Kraft – Vice Chair 
Thomas Casale  
Leonardo Fabbri 
Peter H. Howarth 
Christian Virchow 
Charles Irvin 
Qutayba Hamid 
Leif Bjermer 
  
Objectives of the Working Group 
  
• Create scientific education forums about small airway disease. 
• Focus on key international meetings which could have interest in small airway disease. 



• Review the literature on a regular basis about small airway disease (similar to the 

monthly review but much more abbreviated) and build online archive. 
• Create educational programs, such as webinars, for the education of physicians and 

research workers throughout the world on small airway disease. 
• Encourage research on small airway disease through financial support of pilot projects. 
• Encourage research through consortiums already in existence throughout the world, 

interested in asthma and COPD to develop research programs about small airway 

disease for non-profit as well as governmental funding. 
• Encourage other pharmaceutical firms and other organizations, even private 

consortiums, to support this initiative along with the original sponsors (to be put off 

into the future) 
  
  
  
4. WAO International Scientific Conference (WISC) 
As you well know, WAO’s next scientific conference will take place in Dubai and is a 

theme-based conference with approximately 60 international faculty members.  The 

theme of the conference is “Asthma and Co-morbid Conditions”, an extremely 

important problem for all physicians who care for patients with asthma.  Asthma is the 

most treatable of all chronic diseases known to mankind and you cannot appropriately 

treat asthma without treating co-morbid conditions so commonly associated with this 

disease.  So, please, visit the WISC webpage at http://www.worldallergy.org/2010dubai/ 

and make your reservations to go to Dubai, December 5 – 8, 2010.  Invite your friends 

and colleagues to do the same. I would like to see as many of your friends as possible in 

Dubai.   
  
  
Sincerely, 

 

 
Richard F. Lockey, MD 
President, World Allergy Organization 
  
Upcoming WAO Scientific Meetings: 
WAO International Scientific Conference (WISC) 
World Allergy Congress (WAC) 2011 

  

A World Federation of Allergy, Asthma & Clinical Immunology Societies 


